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a kuftdfi which has matured. Such boycott does not involve putting
a person out of the caste or refusing one's services to him; it merely
involves severing business connections. But such a step is not
always feasible and so picketing remains the only practical and
simple way. I am writing this on Tuesday, on the eve of the meet-
ing of the All-India Congress Committee.2 It is yet to be seen what
it decides. I would, however, tell the citizens of Jharia that they
have a right to resort to perfectly peaceful picketing if there has been
a clear violation of the pledge. Before exercising the right, it is
necessary that they should meet those gentlemen who have broken
the pledge, plead with them and give them due warning. It should
be borne in mind in regard to all restrictions that they are imposed
in order to ensure preservation of peace. Where there is not the
slightest danger of peace being violated, it is permissible to resort
to picketing even though it has been disallowed. Who could stop
a respected person like Ramjas Babu from picketing the shop of a
merchant who has broken his pledge? Of course, this is on con-
dition that even he may not do picketing with a band of one
thousand volunteers. Where picketing is resorted to not with a
view to intimidation but in order to make the person feel ashamed
of himself, the pickets should be few and not many and should be,
moreover, well-known persons of good character,

However, I humbly request all merchants to see that they do
not put the people or Congress volunteers to the trouble, or oblige
them to take upon themselves the responsibility of picketing. Foreign
cloth is rapidly going out of use in the country and this has saved
hundreds of thousands of rupees. Many thousands of these have
found their way into the homes of the poor. How can they break
their pledge for their selfish interests and obstruct a movement which
is profitable both from the economic and religious points of view?
How can they themselves be happy that their shops should have to
be picketed? A merchant should compare himself to a chaste
wife. Both should be ashamed of being guarded. Just as a chaste
wife who goes astray inflicts a painful wound on society, similarly
a merchant breaking his pledge strikes a violent blow at it. Will
merchants not take part in this holy jajna even to the extent of
carrying out their pledge?

1 Draft or bill of exchange
2 The A.I.G.C. met in Delhi on 24-2-1922.